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*****.It is customary among Catholics to prepare for the celebration of the principal festivals of the year by certain pious exercises, such as fasts,
novenas, triduums, and meditations on the divine mysteries; also by reading the lives of the saints and striving to imitate their virtues,
mortifications, and heroic actions. In this manner the faithful prepare to solemnize the feasts of Christmas, Pentecost, and Corpus Christi; of the
Immaculate Conception, Nativity, and Assumption of the Blessed Virgin; of All Saints, and of those saints for whom they have a particular devotion.
They not only devote days and weeks to preparing themselves for the worthy observance of those feasts which they purpose to celebrate with
special piety, but they also consecrate whole months to the honor of the objects of their particular devotion. For instance, the month of May is
dedicated to the celebration of the glories and triumphs of the Virgin Mother of Jesus Christ; the month of June to the commemoration of the Most
Sacred Heart of our Holy Redeemer; and in recent times the whole of November, particularly in Catholic Spain and the Southern Republics, has been
devoted to the souls in purgatory. Now, if the faithful so commendably dispose themselves to celebrate those feasts which may be considered
secondary ones, why should we not do as much, and even more, for Easter, which is the feast of feasts? I say Easter, because on that day our Holy
Redeemer triumphed over the world, over death, and over hell, achieving this threefold victory by His glorious resurrection, and sealing, as it were,
the fulfilment of that grand and memorable sacrifice which released us from the bondage of...
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