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Orders of Mammals The older odontography or description of teeth treated each type as a distinct
and perfect form in itself. Cuvier s Odontographie des Mammiferes, Giebel s Odontographie, Owen s
Odontography are examples of more or less comprehensive treatises in the pre-evolutionary spirit.
They antedate the discovery of what may be called the new odontography, which is based upon the
unity of dental type, upon the evolution of the teeth of mammals from a common reptilian
prototype, and which treats of each form in relation to its origin, its descent, its gradual
complication, and the laws of analogous evolution or independent production of similar forms. The
new odontography centres around the tritubercular theory of Cope. This theory had wider
acceptance ten years ago than it has to-day; there has been a strong reaction against certain
features of it on the part of...
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