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****%* THE ANGEL SCHEMES IN SPAIN. VOLUME FIVE OF THE BRANDT FAMILY CHRONICLES. European peace, finally won at Waterloo and settled by
Castlereagh in 1815, has begun to fray. By 1868, France is near bankruptcy again. The government of Louis Napoleon Il has spent fortunes
beautifying and modernizing Paris. It has also built a massive network of canals and railways. The projects have bought employment, but they have
not been set up as profitable businesses and debt has mounted. Taxes have been raised over and again and even the peasants are impoverished.
History tells observers that the French government goes to war to refill its coffers whenever the need arises. Will they do it again? Dr. Otto Brandt,
Paul s grandson, travels to southern Spain with his sister, Amelia (a scandal in the making her mother is certain) on a family visit to their Aunt
Sasha. Typically for the Brandsts, they find trouble and step into General Prim s rebellion to overthrow the despotic Queen Isabella Il. As a doctor,
Otto is invited to join the rebel force. As an apprentice strumpet, Amelia follows Colonel De Torres, a rebel officer. Victorious and established in
Madrid, Prim enlists Otto s aid and exposes him to the risks that spies must take. On his travels between Berlin, Paris and Madrid, Otto encounters
the beautiful American agent Eleanor, but co-operation remains elusive. The international situation disintegrates as the French economy folds over.
The Paris government casts possessive eyes over the vacant Spanish throne, even as the Prussians debate accepting it and war between France and
Prussia becomes inevitable. German-speaking residents of Paris are targeted for retribution by an over-excited population and Elihu Washburne,
the American Minister...
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