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Wayne State University Press, United States, 2008. Digital. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. This book presents a dialogue
between developmental research and continental philosophy that illuminates how children experience the world.The Child in the World builds a
bridge between continental philosophers, who tend to overlook child existence, and developmental psychologists, who often fail to consider the
philosophical assumptions underlying their work. In this volume, author Eva M. Simms draws on both psychological and phenomenological
research to investigate child existence in its cultural and historical context and explore the ways children interact with the world around
them.Simms examines key experiences of childhood with special attention to the non-dualistic nature of the child s consciousness and the
understanding that there is more to the child s experiences than cognitive processes. In chapters that proceed from infancy to early childhood,
Simms considers how children live their embodiment, coexist with experience and the spaces and places of their neighborhoods, have deeply felt
relations to things, grasp time intuitively and often in contradiction to adult clock-time, and are transformed by the mystery of the symbolic order
of play and language.Simms approach is particularly informed by the philosophy of Maurice Merleau-Ponty, which allows for a descriptive and
grounded understanding of child experience as well as sophisticated and critical philosophical thinking about human existence in general. By
respecting and celebrating the magical non-dualistic relationship child consciousness has to the world, The Child in the World offers readers a
unique opportunity to expand their understanding of human existence. Students and teachers of psychology and philosophy, early childhood
educators, psychotherapists, as well as general readers who are parents of young children will enjoy this fascinating volume.
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