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***x* Excerpt from State Regulation of Labour and Labour, Disputes in New Zealand: A Description and a Criticism Among the countries that have
attempted, during recent years, to solve theLabour Problem by means of Legislation and State Regulation, New Zealandhas occupied a conspicuous
place. The operation of oar Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act has been keenly watched by many throughout the civilised world, who
recognise that New Zealand is conducting a bold experiment in regulating the conditions of labour by law. Many visitors, most of them
representatives of Governments, have come to our shores for the purpose of enquiring into our Arbitration system, and into the truth of the
widespread reports that it has been an unqualified success, and has been the chief factor in producing a period of unprecedented prosperity within
the Dominion. Indeed, nearly all the books and reports which have hitherto dealt with the Arbitration Act, have been written by men who live outside
New Zealand. Admirable as many of these publications are from some points of view, they hardly touch more than the surface of the subject. My
experience leads me to the conclusion that, in order to be able to study thoroughly the working of the New Zealand Act, one must reside in the
country for at least a few years, and be continually in touch with the system. Having occupied the position of Secretary to the Canterbury Employers
Association for more than seven years, and having been a member of the Canterbury Conciliation Board for nearly three years, | have had
exceptional opportunities of closely observing the manner and effects of the regulation of labour by the State. This, | think, will...
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