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General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 84 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER IV THE GREATEST RIVER IN EUROPE USSIA is essentially a land of rivers, and is
XV covered with a network of great waterways, which have always played a most important part in the development and activity of the country and
the people. Every land has one or more typical rivers intimately associated with its history, customs, and commerce; in England it is the Thames, in
Germany the Rhine, the Tiber in Italy, in Austria-Hungary the Danube. In Russia the rivers mean far more than they do elsewhere, for they constitute
the chief, often the only, ways of communication in summer-time, and a whole phase of Russian life is closely bound up with them. Of all the Russian
rivers the Volga is the greatest; the Russian has a deep affection for this vast stream, and speaks of it in endearing terms as Matushka Volga, or Little
Mother Volga. It is indeed a mighty river, 3, 458 versts in length (about 2, 200 miles), forming a basin three times as large as the whole area of
France. Its greatest width in a general way is at Saratoff, where it is 2, 000 yards across in the dry season and nearly 5, 000 in the spring; but at Nijni
Novgorod, where it is usually only 750 yards wide, it extends to 19, 000 yards during the spring floods, when it covers all the quarter of the town
where the fair is held. For the greater part...
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