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***xx Excerpt from A History of Virginia Conventions The original purpose in the preparation of this work was the publication of a substantially
bound volume comprising the official imprint of the Constitution of Virginia ordained by the Convention of 1901- 2, together with the list of members
and a brief resume of the issues that claimed their attention. The text of the Constitution drafted by the convention that adjourned June 26, 1902, is
identical with that published by order of the convention - its precise language and punctuation - and it is therefore official. Supplementary thereto is
a summary of the movement for a new Constitution and of the efforts made by the people of Virginia through the General Assembly, from time to
time, to amend the old or Underwood instrument. From the day that the alien Constitution was thrust upon the powerless people of the
Commonwealth by the Federal authority, fastening negro suffrage upon the State, there had been dissatisfaction, which found expression in various
legislative enactments designed to diminish the power of the blacks by limiting their participation in elections. The culmination of this effort to
insure white supremacy was the calling of a convention to revise and amend the Constitution. While many reforms were wrought in the organic law
of the Commonwealth by the Convention of 1901- 2, the great issue of the convention was the suffrage and the effort to restrict it without
contravention of the Federal Constitution and with the least practicable reduction of the number of white suffragans. Reform in the system of
taxation, the regulation of corporate power, and the provision of a judiciary system that would reduce the cost and...
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